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TIE Kp COME, 


. An in the 88 i 9 88 faid the pro- 

phet Daniel, and behold, one like the ſon of 
man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to 
the Ancient of days, and they brought him near 
before him. And there was given him dominion, 
and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, 
and languages ſhould ſerve him: his dominion is an i 
everlaſting dominion, which ſhall not paſs away, * 
and his kingdom that which ſhall not be deſtroyed, 
The kingdom of which the prophet here ſpeaks 
is the kingdom of the Meſſiah, which the God. 
of heaven then deſigned to ſet up, and hath ſince 
ſet up, among men; and is that for the coming | 
of which our Saviour in the text directed his 
diſciples tO pray. I ſhall, 
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SE 
FEST, ſhew what may be underſtood by the 
coming of the kingdom of God. 


Sxconblv, urge ſome arguments for praying 
that the kingdom of God may come; and then 
make ſome obſervations ariſing from the ſub. 
Jett. 


Jam, firſt, to ſhew what may be underſtood 
by the coming of the kingdom of God. — The 
Creator is the moral as well as the natural go- 
vernor of men: and the laws which he has en- 
acted for our obedience are wiſe and good. All 
whoattentiyely examine their nature and rendency 
muſt perceive the brighteſt ſignatures of bene- 
volence and wiſdom. But theſe laws mankind 

have broken, having been ſeduced by the de- 
ceitful ſuggeſtions and malignant artifices of the 
evil one. "That the whole human race have re- 
volted from their Maker, Scripture and expe- 
rience bear their united teſtimony. Jf we ſay 
that we have no ſin, we deceive ourſelves, and the | 
truth is not in us. Out of compaſſion, there- 
fore, to loſt mankind, and out of regard to his 
violated law, the ever-bleſſed God formed the 
ſtupendous plan of ſending his Son into the 
world, to ſet up a ſtandard, and to erect a 
kirgdom. | | 


Ee | This 
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3 his TETRA is mactitjoned in Scripture by 
ſeveral appellations z as the kingdom of God; 
the kingdom of Chriſt; and the kingdom of 
Heaven : and with great propriety theſe appel- 
lations are applied to it; as it is founded on the 
benignity of God to men, and deſigned to re- 
cover his moral dominion over them; as Jeſus 
Chriſt is the ſovereign of it; and as its happy 
ſubjects are training up for * glories and feli- 
cities of Heaven. 


The manifeſtation of the Meſſiah, and the 
erection of his kingdom, were earneſtly expected 
at the time in which our Saviour appeared. His 
appearance, character, and kingdom, and many 
important circumſtances belonging to them, were 
the frequent and the chief ſubjects of ancient 


prophecy. And it was the firſt and direct ob- 


ject of the petition in the text, That the king - 

dom of God's grace, which was begun to be 
ſet up on the apoſtaſy of man, for his recovery 
and ſalvation, and continued under various diſ- 
penſations, might ſpeedily take place under the 
more immediate government of the Meſſiah. 
In this ſenſe, indeed, it could be the petition 
of thoſe only who lived before the introduction 
of the goſpel diſpenſation, 
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But the coming of the kingdom of God may 
mean its increaſe and enlargement: and then 
the petition is, That God's way, as revealed by 


his Son, may be known upon earth, and his ſaving 


health among all nations. The diſpenſation of 
the goſpel is not, like that of Moſes, to be con- 
fined to one nation only. It was deſigned, and 
is calculated, for the benefit of mankind at 
large. At the death of Chriſt the vail of the 
temple was rent in twam; he middle wall of 
Partition between Jew and Gentile was broken 
down : and under this diſpenſation, zhere is nei- 
ther Few nor Greek; there is neither bond nor free, 
there is neither male nor female; there are no ſuch 
diſtinctions now conſidered, ſo as to intitle the 
one to ſuperior religious privileges to the other. 


They are all one in Chriſt Jeſus. They who are 


Chrift's are theſpiritual ſeed of Abraham, and heirs 
according to the promiſe, The apoſtles who were 


commanded to begin preaching the goſpel of the 
kingdom at Jeruſalem, were commanded fo go into 


all the world, and to preach it zo every creature 
wherever they ſhould come, without diſtinction 
of nation or name. But the goſpel is far from 
being univerſally known. Many nations are 
ſtrangers to this grand diſcovery, That God hath 
raiſed up Feſus, who was flain and hung upon a 
tree, and exalted him with bis right hand to be a 
Prince and a Saviour, 


6. That 


77 


That the kingdom of God may c come, may 
farther mean, that the goſpel of the kingdom, 
wherever it is known, may be happily effectual 
to the ſaving purpoſes intended by it; that ir 
may not only be outwardly profeſſed, but alſo 
internally felt; that it may ſubdue the heart, 
and regulate the life; that all God's profeſſing 
people may be in willing ſubjection to the obe- 
dience of faith; that the kingdom of God may 
be in them, 


Though the kingdom of God under the pre- 
ſent adminiſtration of the Meſſiah, in one view, 
includes all who profeſſedly receive the goſpel 
as a divine revelation; yet, in another, it is li- 
mited to thoſe who are under the governing in- 
fluence of its righteous laws. Theſe only are the 
faithful ſubjects of God's ſpecial kingdom: for, 
as the apoſtle Paul argues, he is not a Few, which 
is one outwardly; neither is that circumciſion, 
which is outward in the fleſh: but be is a Jem, 
which is one inwardly; and circumcifion is that of 
. the heart, in the ſpirit, and not in the letter, whoſe 
praiſe is not of men, but of God, In like manner, 
under the Chriſtian diſpenſation, an external pro- 
feſſion alone will not intitle any to a religious 
character. The kingdom of God is not in n word, | 
but! in power. 
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T 6 * 
The kingdom of grace 18 introductory ta the 
kingdom of glory. There is a kingdom of 
glory, which God hath pramiſed to beſtow upon 
all who are faithful in his ſeryice. 17 is the Fa- 
ther's good pleaſure to give them the kingdom. An 
entrance ſhall be miniſtered unto them abundantly, 
iuto the everlaſting kingdom of aur Lord and Savi- 
our Feſus Chriſt, when they are diſmiſſed from 
theſe ſcenes of imperfection. And the king- 
dom of God will come, in the moſt exalted 
| ſenſe of the expreſſion, when the wiſe and vir- 
tuous, in the various ages and nations of the 
world, ſhall have paſſed their ſtate of trial, van- 
quiſhed (under the conduct of Jeſus, the Captain 
of: their Salvation) the enemies of their eternal 
happineſs, and entered the realms of bliſs and 
glory, —The coming of the kingdom of God 
| upon earth is, however, that to which our text 
ae and for which I am, 


' 5 In che ſecond place, to ſhew, that. it behoves 
us nen to pray. | | 


| EE 7: ke to pray for the 1 of 
| | God's kingdom, . becauſe it is connected with 
the beſt intereſts of mankind, It is the deſign 

of the goſpel of the kingdom {0 give light to them 

that fit in darkneſs, and in the ſhagow of death, 

£4 to 1 our feet into the way of Prace, : | 


. 


Sin. 


l 


Sin, which has corrupted the heart, has 
Wr e the underſtandings of men. It has 
rendered them blind to the great principles and 
duties of religion. However wiſe and diſcern- 
ing in other concerns, in thoſe of religion they 

diſcover groſs ignorance and folly. The apoſtle 
Paul obſerves, that the world by wiſdom knew not 
God. Profeſſing themſelves to be wiſe, they became. 


11 


fools; and changed the glory of. the incarkuptilla. 
God into an image made like to corruptible man, 


and to birds, and to four-footed beaſts, and creep- 

ing things. And their ignorance of the very ob- 
ject of worſhip naturally drew after it a long 
train of pernicious errors, which the goſpel is 
adapted to diſpel. —It reveals the only wiſe 
living and true God, the Creator, Preſerver, 
and Governor of the world, whoſe we are, and 
whom we are bound to ſerve ;—the homage 
and obedience which we are required to pay 
him ;—the duties which we owe to ourſelves 
and to one another;z—a future ſtate, and 

a final judgment; the happineſs of the right- 
eous, and the miſery of the wicked. And, 
as we have all ſinned and come ſhort of the 
glory of God, the goſpel proclaims his mercy 
do the ſinful children of men, and produces the 
moſt aſtoniſhing proof of it. Hence we learn, 
that God ſpared not his own Son, but delivered 
him up to death for us all, that we might have 

| B 4: redemption 
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redemption through his blood, the forgivench of 
ſins, according to the riches of - his grace, 
Hence we learn, that we may not only eſcape 
the curſe, but likewiſe obrain the bleſſing, The 
| goſpel reveals a complete ſalvation; points out 
by what means to obtain it; and promiſes di- 
vine aſſiſtance to form and cheriſh right diſpo- 
ſitions in us, to aid us in the performance of 
ey unk to frengthen us in the hour of con- 
flict. It aſſures us, that the Saviour is aſcended up 
on high; that he ever liveth at God's right hand 
making interceſſion for us; that he has received 
gifts for men; that with him is the reſidue of 
the Spirit; that he is touched with the feeling 
of our infirmities, being in all points tempted 
like as we are, though without ſin; and that 


having been tempted, he is able to ſuccour them 
tat are gd. 


f 4 

Knowledge is pleaſing to the mind, as light 
to the eye: as the honey-comb is ſweet to the 
taſte, ſo is the knowledge of wiſdom to the 
ſoul. But what deſerves the name of know- 
ledge or of wiſdom in compariſon. with the 
knowledge of God !—the knowledge of the 
unity and perfections of his nature, of his moral 
government and univerſal providence of the 
relations we bear, and the duties we owe to him, 
in all their variety and extent ; ;—of the awful 
and 


1 
and eternal conſequences of our obedience or 
diſobedience to his will of the diſcoveries of 
mercy to the ſinful ſons and daughters of men; 
of our redemption and ſalvation by the ſacri- 
fice and interceſſion of God's Son ; of his deep 
humiliation and glorious exaltation z—of the 
ſplendour and majeſty of his ſecond coming, 
= he ſhall be glorified in his ſaints, and ad- 
"mired in all them that believe, — and of his 
_ readineſs, by the ſpecial influences of his ſpirit, 
to renew our ſouls, and prepare them for be- 
= holding his face 1n righteouſneſs, and ſharing 
the honours and 1 of the final day! 


Chriſtianity is not a ſpeculative ſyſtem, de- 
ſigned to divert the imagination or amuſe the 
mind, It inculcates every yirtue, and prohi- 
bits every — language the moſt explicit, 
and by motives and ſanctions the moſt attrac- 

tive and awful. And whereſoever its influence 
prevails, it not only regulates the outward de- 
portment, which may appear fair and orderly 
while diſorder and corruption reign within, but 
it overturns the empire of ſin in the ſoul, and 
erects upon its ruins a throne of righteoulneſs, 


And it is ginn to mankind, as it delivers 
them from the government of ſin: for it is an 
evil thing and à bitter to forſake the ways of the 
Lord our God, and to caſt off his fear from us. 


The 
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| 
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1 
The way of trauſgreſſors is hard, No irregular 
paſſion, at whatever object it aims, can be fully 
ſatisfied : the more it receives, the more it re- 
quires, Its cravings are reſtleſs and unbounded. 
As well may we attempt to extinguiſh fire by 
adding fuel to the flame, as to ſatisfy any cri- 
minal appetite by indulgence. . And how 
wretched muſt thoſe be who are ſtimulated by 
deſires which will never ſay, It is enough! Can 
a free-born ſoul, a ſoul which can trace its 
origin to Heaven, have any true reſt and enjoy- 
ment; nay, mult it not be diſtreſſed and mi- 
ſerable, while enſlaved to the cuſtoms of a vain 
world, and to the appetites of a vile body? — 
The goſpel is a bleſſing to mankind, as it pro- 
claims liberty to the captives, and the opening / 
ibe priſen to them that are bound, and as it pro- 
claims e acceptable year of the Lord, 


It is true, when men are ſet free from the ty- 
ranny of fin, they-are brought into ſubjection 
to the government of God. They are delivered 
out of the hands of their enemies, that they may 
ferve God without fear in holineſs and righteouſnejs 
before him all the days of their lives. But the ſer- 
vice of God is ealy and liberal, His law 1s 
ſtiled the perfect law "of liberty; and the man 
who is a doer of it is ſaid to be þ/efſed in his 
deed, S0 far as men ate in ſubjeRion to the 

_ govern» 


E "1 

government of God, ſo far they act agreeable to 

their rational nature, and original conſtitution; 

and ſo far they are poſſeſſed of ſpiritual free. 
dom.— Sin is the ſlavery, Virtue the freedom of 

the ſoul. | . 


Chhriſtianity is conducive ta the happineſs af 
mankind in al} circumſtances and conditions, 
It diſpels the gloom of adverſity, and adds to 
the luſtre of proſperity. It is conducive ta 
their happineſs not only as individuals, but alſo 
as families, neighbours, and communities. In- 
fluenced by its principles, and regulated by its 
- maxims, men would find their miſeries, in a 
great meaſure, baniſhed from the world. From 
whence come wars and fightings ; from whence 
come all the other diſtreſſes and calamities of 
human life, but from the ſource of ſin ?-And 
the benefits of Chriſtianity are not confined to 
this world : they are chiefly to be enjoyed in the 
other, The treaſures of the Chriſtian are in 
Heaven, There his joy will be full- But 1 
muſt not enlarge on theſe paints, Suffice it to 
lay, that no one who is a well-wiſher to man» 
kind but muſt wiſh the extenſion of the Goſpel, 
as it contains the ſublimeſt ſentiments z; opens 
the nobleſt views z breathes the moſt benevolent 
ſpiritz reveals and enforces the beſt rules and 
maxims for regulating the temper and the life; 

and, 


ff 22 7] 
and, in a word, as it tends: to promote private 
and ſocial happineſs, ' preſent and future. 


Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt has infinitely better 


claim to our eſteem and applauſe, than thoſe 
who have been held in the higheſt admiration by 
an undiſcerning world - What benefits have 
mankind derived from the moſt renowned in 
the page of hiſtory, and the foremoſt in the 
liſt of fame? Did their actions tend to pro- 


mote, or did they eventually promote, the ge- 
neral happineſs? Did not the luſt of unbounded 


dominion puſh them on from conqueſt to con- 
queſt, in oppoſition to the dictates of juſtice, 
and the feelings of humanity? Were not un- 
numbered calamities brought upon the human 
tpecies by their means? And is not the blood 
of millions juſtly chargeable upon them ? Some 
of the moſt celebrated characters in ancient, 
and I will add, in modern times, notwithſtand- 
ing the glare of falle glory which was thrown 
around them, will be found, when examined by 
the rules of equity and goodneſs, vile and de- 


_ teſtable, Examined by theſe rules, the charac- 


ter of Jeſus will appear great and illuſtrious. 


He came not to deſtroy, but to ſave, His de- 


ſign in ſetting up a kingdom amongſt men was 
ro render them happy. The King of Zion is a 


' merciful King. His friendſhip for the human 


race 


* 
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race was always ſtrong, and ardent, As con- 


nected with his Father's glory, it was the ruling 
paſſion of his ſoul, But this leads me farther 
to obſerve, ; a 


That we ſhould pray for the coming of the 
kingdom of God, or for the extenſion: of the 
goſpel, as it is honourable to the divine cha- 


racter and government. The goſpel proclaims 


glory to God in the higheſt, as well as peace on 


1 earth, and good-will towards men. The glory 


of God is to be ſeen in the productions of na- 
ture, and in the adminiſtrations of Providence; 
but his glory is far more viſible and ſtriking in 
the diſpenſation of grace. No man bath ſeen 
God at any time ;, the only-begotten Son, which is in 


the boſom of the Father, he hath declared bim. 


And when the goſpel is effectual to the ſal» 
vation of men, it is honourable to God, who 
contrived it for this benevolent purpoſe, . It 
evinces his power and his wiſdom, There can 
be no greater contrariety between any two ob- 
jets which exiſt, than there is between a ſoul 


when dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, and when alive 
unto God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


Giving life to a dead foul is as much the work 
of Omnipotence, as giving exiſtence to a world. 
e How 
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How much, then, does it redound to the ho- 
nour of God, when his goſpel, however lighted 
and contemned by the pride. and vanity of hu- 
man wiſdom, is, through a divine. influence, 
rendered thus effectual! The apoſtle Paul, 
ſtruck with the divine efficacy of the goſpel to 
the conviction, converſion, and ſalvation of 
ſinners, expreſſes himſelf in language of holy 


triumph over the vain efforts of human philo- 


ſophy : The preaching of the croſs is to them that 
periſh, fooliſhueſs ; but unto us which are ſaved, it 
is the power of God. For it is written, I will 


deſtroy the wiſdom of the wiſe, and will bring to 


nothing the underſtanding of the prudent, Where 
is the wiſe? where is the ſcribe? where is the 
diſputer of this world? Hath not God made fooliſh 
the wiſdom of this world? For after that, in the 
wiſdom of God, the world by wiſdom knew not 

God, it pleaſed God by the fooliſhneſs of preaching 


to fave them that believe, —The diſtinguiſning 


doctrines and peculiar excellencies of the goſpel 
have appeared to many, as Jeſus Chriſt ap- 


, peared, when he was manifeſted in the fleſh, to 


have no form nor comelineſs in them. Chrif 
crucified was unto the Jews a ſtumbling-block, and 
unto the Greeks fooliſhneſs ; but unto them which 
are called both Jews and Greeks, Chriſt the power 
of God, and the wiſdom of God, And, therefore, 


piety 
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piety to God, as well as charity to men, is an 
argument for praying, that the kingdom of 


God may come. 


And we are encouraged to pray for the « ex- 


tenſion of God's kipgdom, as many countries 
now enjoy the bleſſing of the goſpel, which were 
far diſtant from that where our Lord perſonally 


appeared; and which, in all human views, were 


as unlikely to enjoy it as thoſe to which it is yet 
unknown, Diſtinguiſhed as we now are by re- 


ligious privileges, ours was among zbe i/les that 


were afar off, that had not heard his fame, neither 
ſeen his glory. And why may not the day-ſpring 


from on high which has viſited us, viſit other 
| benighted nations of the world? God can ex- 


tend the knowledge of the goſpel to the farther- 
moſt parts of the earth, whatever apparently 
inſurmountable difficulties may obſtruct its pro- 


greſs. And he not only can, but he has promiſed 
that he wi do it. To his Son he ſaid, Af of 
ne, and 1 ſhall give thee the heathen for thine inbe- 


ritance, and the uttermoſt parts of the earth for thy 
Poſſeſſion. And, in the beautiful imagery of the 


prophet Iſaiah, Every valley ſhall be exalted, and 
every mountain and hill ſhall be brought low; and © 
the crooked ſhall be made ſtrait, and the rough 
places _— and the glory of the Lord ſpall be 


revealed, 
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revealed, and all fleſh ſhall ſee it together, for ib 
mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it. All the ends 
of the earth ſhall ſee the ſalvation of our God. 


They ſhall fear the name of the Lord from the weſt, 


and his glory from the riſing of the ſun. Such 


are the ample promiſes of God's word reſpecting 
the enlargement of the Redeemer's kingdom; 


the contemplation of which muſt afford delight 


to every ſincere Chriftian, and animate his 
os for their accompliſhment. 


\ 


The operations of God's providence are 
uſually gradual, and oſtenſibly carried on by 
the agency of men. He employs them as his 
inſtruments to effect his purpoſes. He requires 


them to be workers together with him. And 
all who ſincerely pray for the extenſion of God's 


kingdom, will uſe the means in their power to 
promote it. In the wilful. negle& of theſe, 
Prayer would be 8 and mockery. 


To aid the kingdom of God, or to CE 


the light and influence of the goſpel over the 
ignorant and ſavage tribes and nations of the 


weſtern world, was one important object of the 
excellent inſtitution, which it is my wiſh to 


recommend to the countenance and encourage- 


ment of this aſſembly. Nor have the generous 
efforts 


BE 

efforts of the Society to which I refet (the So- 
ciety in Scotland for propagating Chriſtian 
Knowledge) been in this view wholly unſuc= 


ceſsful, By its means, many, who were among 
the blind and wretched votaries of pagan ido- 


latry, are now worſhippers of the True God; 
through Jeſus Chriſt, and animated with the 
hope of his great ſalvation, 


The ſalutary deſigns of this Society are, in 


this reſpect, indeed, at preſent unhappily ob- 
truſted, by the bloody conteſts which have 


ariſen between Great Britain and the Ametican 


Continent. How can the empire of the Prince 
of Peace be extended amidſt the tumults of 
war, and amidſt ſcenes of deſolation and death? 

This obſtruction, however, I would fain hope; 
will be but temporary; and, gloomy and affect- 


ing as the proſpe&t may now be, that He who 


reigns ſupreme, will cauſe light to riſe out of 
darkneſs, and order out of confuſion, and ren- 
der the preſent commotions of the world ſub- 
ſervient to the general intereſts of mankind, 


and to the enlargement of the Redeemer's | 


kingdom, 


But, in many countries profeſſing Chriſtianity, 
the glory of the goſpel is rarniſhed, its influence 


counteracted, and its beauty defaced, by human 
C LY inventions 
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inventions blended with it. In the pure, native 


doctrines and worſhip of the goſpel of Chriſt, 
there is what is plain; but at the ſame time 


_ ſtriking, awful, and attractive, ſuited to our 
ſituation as guilty and depraved; adapted to 
alarm our fears, and to excite our hopes; to 


drive us from ſin, and to draw us to duty; to 
reſcue us from miſery, and to conduct us to hap- 
pineſs. All foreign additions, however comely 
and pleaſing they may ſeem to the fancies and 
imaginations of men, and however beneficial, 


as aids and helps to devotion, do in reality dif- 
figure the goſpel, and obſtruct its ſalutary 
| . | 


of all the corruptions of Chriſtianity which 


at any time have obtained in the world, Popery 
is the groſſeſt and moſt pernicious, While it 
aſſumes the name of Chriſtianity, it tends to 
ſubvert almoſt every thing that 1s diſtinguiſhing 
and valuable in it. Among the firſt prin- 
ciples of the Chriſtian ſyſtem are the following: 
That we muſt worſhip the Lord our God, and 


him only muſt we ſerve; — that there is one 


Mediator between God and men, the man 
Chriſt Jeſus; and therefore that we are to de- 
pend only on his merit and mediation, and 
addreſs the Eternal only in his name ;—that 
Jeſus Chriſt is the only Head of his Church, 

and 
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and has the fole right to command in things 
religious and ſpiritual ; that the Scriptures are 
a perfect rule of faith and practice, deſigned 


8 the benefit of perſons of all ranks and ſta- 


tions, who are bound in duty diligently to 
ſearch them, and, after diligently ſearching 


them, to receive, profeſs, and obey, what, il 
their apprehenſion, they teach and enjoin ;z— 


that none can attain ſalvation without repentance 
from dead works, and faith in our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, productive of habitual holineſs ;—and 


that our final ſtate will be determined by our 
In direct oppo- 


prevailing character in this. 
ſition to theſe obvious and fundamental doc- 
trines of the goſpel of Chriſt, the church of 
Rome has various objects of worſhip beſides the 
one living and true God; as angels, ſaints, 
the Virgin Mary, the hoſt, and conſecrated 
images and relics.— She robs Chrift of the ho- 
nour which is due to him as Mediator; main- 


taining, that the ſaints in heaven offer up 
Prayers to God for men, and that it is good to 


invocate ſaints, and to fly to their prayers and 


aſſiſtance for the obtaining bleſſings from God. 
she diminiſhes the merit, and deſtroys the 
efficacy, of Chriſt's ſacrifice, by the ſacrifice of 
the maſs; for what need of this, if the blood 


of Jeſus Chriſt cleanſeth from all ſin; if his 
ſacrifice alone is available to the entire removal 
| C2: of 
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of — if by one offering he hath perfe&ed 


for ever them that are ſanctified? She aſſumes 


ſovereign authority over the canſciences of men, 


demanding implicit and entire obedience to all 
Papal decrees and deciſions, though they may 


not appear correſpondent to Scripture or rea- 


ſon; nay, though they may appear repugnant 
to both. The right of private judgment, which 
nature and Chriſtianity e@ncur to confirm, ſhe 
condemns as an error of the firſt magnirude, 
and holds in the utmoſt abhorrence.—She de- 


ſtroys the uſe and benefit of the written word; 


for ſhe maintains, that the writings of the in- 
ſpired penraen (which ſhe injuriouſly with- 


holds from the bulk of the people) are not to 


be the rule and ſtandard of faith, but the in- 
terpretation which ſhe puts upon them; and 
that the Scriptures alone do not contain all 
eſſential articles of religion, but that a large 
ſupplement of traditionary doctrines muſt be 


added unto them to render them complete, 


Thus ſhe makes the commandments of God of 
none effect by her traditions.—In a word, ſhe 
counteracts the grand purpoſes of our Saviour's 
manifeſtation, which were, to repair the 1n- 
juries of virtue, and to deſtroy the works of the 
devil. She ſaps the foundation of virtue by 
calling the attention to a long train of external 


obſervances, and repreſenting the mere per- 


formance 
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5 formance of them as the acceptable ſervice, 
whatever be the diſpoſition of the performer; 


and ſhe gives all poſſible encouragement to a 
vicious life, by her indulgences, prieſtly abſo- 
lution, and * 


And her ſpiekt is as ; cruel, as her principles 
are unchriſtian. She looks with indignation 
on all who dare to diſpute her authority, or to 
reject the moſt abſurd and pernicious articles of 
her creed. The moſt excellent lives have fallen 


victims to her fury. Her annals are written in 


characters of blood. 


A merciful Providence has ſet this nation 
free from the ſuperſtition and tyranny of Rome; 
an event which we ſhall remember with ardent 
gratitude, while we have any regard to the ho- 
nour of God and Chriſt; any concern for the 


Intereſts of righteouſneſs and truth; any value 


for our rights and privileges as men and as 


Chriſtians; or for our comfort in this life, or 
for our happineſs in the next, 


The zeal of Rome for her tyrannical uſur- 
pations, ſo grateful to her pride, and fo con- 
nected with her profit (but ſo repugnant to 
Chriſtianity, and ſo ruinous to. ſauls), has im- 
piled her to make repeated attempts to reduce 
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us again to her yoke, And, in truth, ber at- 
tempts had ſeveral times well nigh been ſuc- 


Vi , eau. - When a profeſſed and bigotted Papiſt 
| Was on the throne, we were in imminent dan- 
| = ger. Popery was juſt entering into our land in 
| horrid triumph. In that alarming conjuncture, 
| the eyes of the nation were directed, under 
| 


. God, to a Prince nearly related to the Crown 
\ by birth and marriage, who was deſervedly 
| eſteemed for his firm and active attachment to 
5 the religious and civil liberties, of mankind, | 
Nor was he inſenſible of our danger. He felt 1 
for our diſtreſs, and was anxious for our ſaſety; I 
and reſolved, if poſſible, to ſave us from the 
power of Rome, The glorious undertaking 
received the ſmile of Heaven, The Almighty 
made him the honoured, inſtrument of the ſal- 
| vation of Britain, And a preſen! ſalvation was 
Hl: not the only object of his large and liberal 
; mind. While he filled the imperial throne of 
| theſe realms, he directed a provident eye to the 
| future and laſting happineſs of theſe kingdoms, 
| | 


ay — — — — — * 


And as the ei means to ſecure our national 
felicity, he effectually Ie the Proteſtant 5 


| en, on. 


Indeed, notwithſtanding this wiſe and excel- 
lent precaution, our dangers, were not entirely 
at an end. At the cloſe of the ſucceeding reign, 

| the 
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the friends of our religion and our laws had 

many painful anxieties, and were under many 
alarming apprehenſions, It ſhould ſeem, that 
it was the vile purpoſe of a deteſtable faction 
(who had unhappily the Royal countenance) to 
ſacrifice the religion and liberties of our- country 
to a Popiſh Pretender, But the Lord held them 
in deriſion, and, by a ſudden event, made their 
devices of none effect. 


The votaries of Rome, ſince the acceſſion of 
the preſent illuſtrious family to the Britiſh throne, 
have renewed their efforts to wreſt our privi- [ 
leges from us, and to ſubje& us again to her | 
antichriſtian power : but that Providence which 1 

had ſo often appeared as the guardian of our j 

ille, rendered theſe efforts alſo of none effect; 

nay, made them the means of fixing our liber- 
ties on a firmer foundation. yy 


An offended Providence may, no doubt, as a 
puniſhment for our national ingratitude, ſuffer' 
= the church of Rome to regain her dominion [} 
= overus; yet I do not apprehend, that there is 4 
any probability of this in the ordinary train of | 
human events. The nation is too enlightened, its Wl. 
S ſentiments are too liberal, and its paſt ſufferings | lt 
& from the bloody hand of Popery too _— 
, membered; and, I may add, the poſſeſſi „ 
* © 4 and 

| 


#7 
19 
2 
148] 
14 
147 
#1 
iis) 
© 1! 
Wy . 
* 
21 
1 
Hy 
4 
111 
11 
| 
| 
141 
1 
© | 
? 
. = 


and emoluments of large and powerful bodies 
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of people tao much intereſted in the preſervation 
of the preſent eſtabliſhment, to ſwallow the ab- 
ſurdities, and ſubmit to the power of Rome. 
Be this, however, as it may, it is certain, that 


her emiſſaries are ardent and indefatigable in 


ſpreading among us her poiſonous principles; 
and, I fear, with too much ſucceſs among the 
lower claſſes and orders of men. Like the 


Scribes and Phariſees, ſhe will compaſs ſea and 


land to make one proſelyte, and, like them, 
when he is made, ſhe makes him twofold more 


the child of hell. 


| 11 is impoſſible to be too earneſt and active in 
preventing the increaſe, or in diminiſhing the 
preſent influence of Popery in our land. Every 
wiſe and equitable meaſure promiſing theſe ef. 
fects ſhould be vigorouſly purſued : and per- 
mit me to ſay, ſuch meaſures only ſhould be pur- 
ſued, though the object be ſo deſirable and im- 
portant. The ſcriptures expreſsly forbid us to 


do evil that good may come. No pretence of 


regard for religion will juſtify any injury to the 
perſons, or any infringement on the rights of 
others, however erroneous the religious prin- 
ciples they maintain. All kinds and degrees of 


perſecution are totally repugnant to the ſpirit 


and genius of the goſpel, and never can produce 
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any ſalutary effect. They are not at all adapted 
to enlighten the underſtanding, to convince the 


judgment, or to promote the honour and in- 
fluence of Truth. They are a diſgrace to any 


cauſe which calls in their aid. Abſurd, and per- 
nicious as the principles of Popery are, ſo far 


as their influence prevails, to the ſpiritual and 
eternal intereſts of mankind; yet I will be free 


to own, that, conſidered merely as a religious 
ſyſtem (I ſpeak not now of its aſpect on civil ſo- 
ciety), it is not amenable to civil government, 
and cannot fairly be reſtricted by penal laws. The 
free exerciſe of his religion, whatever it be, is 
the right of every man; and he has a claim to 


the protection of the ſtate in the enjoyment of 


it, while he demeans himſelf as a good citizen, 


and approves himſelf a loyal ſubject. To deny 
this principle, and to maintain, that a chriſtian 


State, apprehending no danger to its temporal 


intereſts (which are its only intereſts as a ſtate), 


ought not to permit the tenets of an anti- 
chriſtian church to be propagated, would be to 


ſtrike at the foundation of all religious liberty, 


and to advance a poſition diſgraceful in a Pro- 
teſtant country, and in an enlightened age: for 
it would imply, that the State has the right to 
determine what is true religion, and what is falſe, 


But if it has this right in Britain, why not in 


Rome? ? and why not every where beſides ?—lf 
this 


FT 


this poſition, were true, it would be. ade 
to vindicate the principles and conduct of the 


Proteſtant Reformers, or of the Apoſtles, or of 


Chrift himſelf; for they all preached doctrines 
inconſiſtent, with thoſe which were. eltablimed 


by the ſtate. 


The ſucceſs of Popery in theſe kingdoms 
muſt be chiefly, if not wholly, among the igno- 
rant and the vicious, The former may eaſily 
be impoſed upon by ſophiſtry and falſehood , 
the. latter will be inclined to a religion which 
promiſes them ſalvation, though they live in the 
indulgences of fin, A man of ſober morals, 


and of chaſte and regular affections, who has 


been well inſtructed in the principles of Proteſt- 
antiſm, will be in little danger of being made 
a convert to Popery. It is hardly to be con- 
ceived that any one, who is converſant with the 
Bible, and not biaſſed by criminal paſfions, or 
worldly intereſt, ſhould ever embrace the reli- 
gion of Rome as the religion of Chriſt; the con- 
traſt is ſo obvious and ſtriking. The fair and 
legitimate method, therefore, of ſuppreſſing the 
tenets of popery, as a religious ſyſtem, is not, 
as we have hinted before, "the prohibiting her 
doctrines under the ſanction of penal laws; but 
attending to the religious inſtruction and virtu- 


ous principles of thoſe WhO are more immedi- 


ately committed to our care; and contributing 
3 (according | 
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(accor ding as Providence has given us the, ability) | 
to ſuch wiſe and benevolent inſtitutions as are 

formed and adapted, by the bleſſing of God a 

to diſſeminate the knowledge of religious truth, 

855 and tO extend its vital influence. 1 


The emiſſaries of Rome, well aware of the 
advantages to be derived from making early 
impreſſions upon the mind, are ſolicitous to pro- 
cure the education of the young. For this pur 
poſe, I am informed, they receive into their 
ſchools, in different parts of the nation, without 
any expence to the parents, the children of poor 
Proteſtants (as well as thoſe of her own commu- 
nion), who are ſeduced into the pernicious mea- 
ſure of committing their children into the hands 
of Papiſts, by the temptation of having them 


educated without expence; by, importunity; 


and by the inſidious appearances of friendlineſs, 
and affection. The Highlands and Iſlands of 
Scotland, from a variety of circumſtances, are 
peculiarly expoſed to the arts and machinations; 
of the church of Rome. Her intereſt in theſe; 


is far greater than in any other part of this: 


united kingdom, It is computed, that in the 
Highlands and Iflands of Scotland there are. 
about twenty thouſand Papiſts. In one pariſh, 
conſiſting of three thouſand people, not more 
than three hundred of them are Proteſtants. 
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To traverſe the deſigns of the church of 
Rome, where ſhe had been, and was till likely 
to be, moſt ſucceſsful, the Society now recom- 
mended to your generous encouragement, was 
| incorporated by Royal Charter in 1709, with a 
principal view to the erecting ſchools in thoſe 
regions of barbariſm and ignorance, for the in- 
ſtruction of youth in the Proteſtant faith. And 
| by a fecond charter, granted in 1738, its powers 
* were extended to the bringing up of children 
* | educated in its ſchools to huſbandry, trades, 
| and manufactures. And the affairs of the So- 
_ ciety, as I have been well aſſured, have been, 
i and are, conducted wich great fidelity and judg- 
j > ment, and, I thank God, with no ſmall degree 
Vi of ſucceſs. Since its commencement multitudes 
| have been educated by it. There are now in 
the ſeveral ſchools belonging to the Society near 
eight thouſand children of both ſexes, 


| The ſums required to carry into execution fo 
_ extenſive a plan, muſt neceſſarily riſe to a very 
large amount. And, indeed, the Society has 
received conſiderable donations from private be- 
nefactors, and has been repeatedly aſſiſted by 
| Royal munificence. But after all its reſources, 
J . it needs the farther aſſiſtance of the friends of 
| humanity and of the Proteſtant religion. There 
are a great number of pariſhes in the Highlands 
and Iſlands, containing many thouſand ſouls, 
| where, 
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where, we are told, ſchools are evidently ne- 
ceſſary, but where the Society cannot, in the 
reſent ſituation of their funds, afford to erect 


them. And, I am ſorry to add, there are places, 
not a few, where the Society had ſchools which 


ate now ſuppreſſed, becauſe they are e unable to 


maintain them. 


The want of charity is not chargeable upon 
us as a nation. The readineſs which is manifeſt 
in this country to aſſiſt the various objects of 
commiſeration, is a happy national ſymptom, 
among too many others that wear a contrary 
aſpect. There is hardly any ſpecies of diſtreſs, 
to which human nature is incident, for the re- 
moval, or the alleviation, of which, there is not 
lome charitable inſtitution amongſt us. But I 
know of none that has a better claim to the re- 
gards of the benevolent, than that in favour of 


which I now plead. Its objects, I believe, are 


more numerous than thoſe of any other; and 
the benefits intended for them are both tempo» 
ral and eternal. 


It muſt give pleaſure to a ſerious mind to be 
in any degree acceſſory in reſcuing one fellow- 
creature from error and vice (the immediate off- 
ſpring of the ſyſtem of Popery), in bringing 
him to the knowledge of the only true God and 

* Jeſus 
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Jeſus Chriſt, and in training him up for uſeful. 


neſs in this world, and for happineſs in the next. 
What then muſt be the pleaſure of being ac. 
ceſſory to the virtue, the religious inſtruction, 
and the preſent and future welfare of on- 
fands *—The idea is tranſporting. 


There are thoſe in this aſſembly, whoſe 
hearts have heretofore deviſed, and whoſe hands 
have executed liberal things; and who have 
ſhown themſelves ready to every good work. | 
truſt it will appear by the generous contribu. 


tions of this day, that you are not weary in 
well-doing; and that your generoſity on the 


preſent occaſion will be the greater, as the col- 
lection for this excellent Charity was, by ſome 
unforeſeen occurrences, omitted the preceding 
year, | 


As a concluſion of this diſcourſe, time will 
permit me only to obſerve, That we ſhould be 
thankful, that to this nation the kingdom of 
God is come. The goſpel of God's kingdom 


may be juſtly deemed the greateſt glory and 


bleſſing of our land. What are wealth, power, 
grandeur, freedom, the improvements of ſci- 
Ence, or the embelliſhments of art; what is 


either of theſe, or what are all of them united, 


when weighed in the balance with the Goſpel of 
Salvation? 
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Salvation We ought, indeed, to be thankful 
to Divine Providence for our civil advantages. 


The civil conſtitution under which we live, the 
reſult. of the wiſdom of ages, is admirably 
formed for our ſecurity and happineſs, It is 
well adjuſted to the ſtate and condition of hu- 


man nature. It at once guards againſt the op- 


preſſions of an unlimited monarchy, and the 


confuſion and turbulence of a factious re- 
public. It is a goodly fabric: its ſymmetry and 


grandeur muſt ſtrike the eye of every judicious 
beholder. Of all the forms of government 


which have obtained in the world, it beſt pro- 
vides (when the due tone and vigour of its ſeve- 


ral parts are preſerved) for the true glory of the 


Sovereign, and the liberty and happineſs of the 
ſubject, It is no ſmall advantage to live under 


a civil conſtitution ſo wiſe and equal. But the 
benefits of the beſt civil conſtitution are con- 
fined to the preſent tranſitory ſtate: The bene- 
fits of the goſpel extend to eternity. That theſe 
benefits may be ours, let it be our concern, as 


we live under the external profeſſion of the goſ- 


pel, to feel its ſaving power. 
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Form of a Bequeſt or Legacy. 


nen, G IVE and bequeath the ſum of 
= ] do the Society in 
Scotland for propagating Chriſtian Know- 
ledge, to be applied (either to the purpoſes 
of the firſt or ſecond Cm. as the Donor 
pleaſes). 


N. B. The firſt patent reſpects the inſtruction 
of the children in the Society's ſchools, where 
they are educated in the principles of the Pro- 
teſtant Religion and Loyalty, and taught read- 
ing, writing, arithmetic, &c. The ſecond pa- 
tent authoriſes their being bred up to uſeſul la- 
bour and induſtry, in agriculture, manufactures, 
and handicrafts. 


Benefactions for the uſe of the Society will be 
received in London, as under: 
Meſſrs. Coutts and Co. Bankers in the Strand. 


William Fuller, Eſq; and Son, Bankers in 
Lombard: ſtreet. 

John Mackintoſh, Eſq; No. 8, North Side 
of the Royal Exchange. 
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